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CCEFAZ 12 published ncroxi¢at ely monthly by one (uCCOfdlng
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to Fedd Bozgs "01d Bov Peatrowsky' for the betterment of serious
constructive insurgent-type fans everywhere.

i say “"soproximaiely monthly" because CONrLB and 1ts editor
2108 10w entering thelr gafle segson. So don't rejoice too quickly
if exn issue is 2 few doys or a veek Jate during the next several
EOoLIg . We‘re neb giVLng up; we're just slowing up to allow for the
heat ond the Tichin' end such things.

nig issus 1 delayad by several things. The first, knowa as
Proiccht Sandhills, was a fishing trip {0 the Nebraska sandnills
broughit on by 2 GI-type brother of mine who wanted to do some figshlng
“af-:c leaving for overseas. This project has been completed. We
are now cngzae@ in the second, kncwn| as Frolect Buylng-—-A-llew-House~
Trallicyr, and are readying the sld for departure and preparing ior the
arrival of the nevw. (Yes, CONFAR 1s nublished from a house trailer,
in cage you aidn't know.) Thiz second project will soon be completed.
I don't kﬂOJ yet just whst will come up to delay succeeding sumnmer
issues hLu I beve mo doubt that there will be some deleys. Therefore,
CONI'AD is scheduled onliy ajproximately monthly.

Recently recelved wa, 8 Walt Willis' and Bob Shaw's THE ENCHANTED
DUPLIGATOR., If you don't :va your copy, you're mi sxrg something
wonderful. it's been _Vticwed 20 many times and so favorably already
in the current fan raga that there's little left to say except to
heartily endorss cll the pralse that has alrecdy been heaped upon it.

(Aug. 16) Over six veeka have passed egince the above wae typed.
3“' to oy rredictlion, % ga‘ﬂa season has hit me, although I believe
it's beglmming te¢ woar o?f a l1listle by now. So possibly I can
resume my elncst wonthly schedule agalin.

T hope the lchters this time aren't toc outdated, as most of
then were wriltten about two months ago. A% lezst, I hope that every-
one hasn't changsd their opinions in the meantime.

1'11 be back into the swing of whings again hefors long. And
nlts to all who contlinued sending me their zines desplte my silence.
i next lssue, theN...

CONFABuionvsly,
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Jo Now can it e 2 letterzlne without letiers already?%27?%
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{{someone, I think Gregg Calklians, has suggested that I
print ca2ies with Lns 1stters. S0 b9 ite.)})

{EDD BOGCS, 2215 Beajlenin St. N.E., Minneapolis 18, ¥inn.

“bor* are 5o many discussions going on in CONFAB
Lu‘s wrd o keep uo with all of thenm. I'm not sure what
eorss waetzel to defend the "controversial® article because I
are that 1V needed any defense. I doubt that the majorlity
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of Tan ters "little desiroe"” conitroversy, and I have seen a £ood
ANy such aﬁb;bgeg in fanzlines durlng recent ycars. The reputation
ﬁf 2t Least two top fans —- Zlsberry and sllison -- has rested

argely on the controversial articles they wrote, and Elligon's own
fJ-anhﬁ has carried conslderable naterial by others which was contro-
weralol; for instance, a three-~fan attack upon SF Plus, and my own

"Ave You A Pseudo-Campbell?" which Harlan, at least, thought very
ontroversial,.  Even QUANDRY, primarlly an eas) —golhb, funnlovirg
Canziig, has 1iis share of coaTroversy ~- an arulc1e aboLt fanzines
Ly ol doed, and any number of letters about James Kepner'a outcry
azaluet conventlons in the segregated South. HMore recently HYPHEN
~abilshied "The Fun-lovers”, which seems to have been somewhat con-

sroversial., But I don't BULLOSS lletzel saw these fanzines.

I'm fairly cure he hasn't seen most of the fapazines in recent
year: whicn have carried controverslal ariticles. Ny own magazlne
comes easiest Lo mind, naturally. Over the past two years I have
publiched 2 column called "The Issue At Hand" by william Atheliug Jr.
and this has stirred up conslderable controversy -- arguments pro and
con Lrom everybhody from H. L. Gold to Zd ocd.

There 2 7 bs sone oreJLﬁicc among fanzine editors agalnst con~
trovergy for the sake of controversy, if that i8 what Wetzel means.
For myself, I have never seen any good reason to send anybody '
nlea for sonetiving sontroverslal”, and I won't publish an article
]ust wecauge li happens to bLe a probable sicrm-ralser. An article

"proving" that the sarth 1s flat nay be 2 highly controversial item,
but I wouldn't orin; 1%. Fcr very much the same reason I wouldn't
orint an article "proving” that "os o critic Edmund Wilson stinks™.

Wetzel laments that fan editors are so "arrow-mlnded" that
they won't print ariicles corcern*ng fantasy, but he wants to focus
down the range of fanzine naterial even more by foreclosing against
articlea dealing wlth, as he says, "world 0011t*cs" He decleres
that "World poiities has no place in fandom", by which he means, of
cource, that "world peiltics ghouldan't have 2 place in fandom", not

z

that it hasn'h, PJ n*n oun dzmonstration., such articles have aospzared
in fandeom, end I haven'ht any dcubL that they’'ll continue to appear in
Tandon. Wetzol zave no raason for objecting to oUCh articles,. and i%
cesrn Lo me Ma iform of Jommavisa ond stegnation” te omit world poli-
vics Trom fanslnes.
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{{ihat sesems to cover the other side of the "controver-
slal articlie guesiilon® pretty thoroughly and doesn't leave me
mueh bo say. Georg9gses 7))
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"the letvters tlckled me into comment..."
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20RG.. WETZEBL, 5 Playiield Sb., Dundalk 22, id.

{(dune 13) I am not going into any lengthy rebuttal of your
r2ply Lo my rocital of ths dliscrimination agalnst fantasy that is aso
vidg-enread in fardom, I would like to polint out that I dld not mean
thot fandom ghould be obligated 1o glve equal space Lo fantesy, .so
suck ag to peint out that the dlviding line bhetween them is getting

2rd of deteramining; and by that fact, I contend that many fantasy
atyic toplcs are actually forming the basls of new sclences. One
reascn that UNKNOWN WORLDS was sop popular was because of the fact
that fiction of zuch a borderllne type between s-f and fantasy has a
Crecalnogs in 1tself to the jaded a-f majorlity. / Seclence of 1a€§*years‘—’”/

hes Hoon wesxanmining superstitlous beliefs and finding in some of
thorn on obscure scientific prinecinle operating. Physical medicine,
‘n antidviotics, has vindicated the centuried belief of the Chinese
that 1oldy bread helped if not cured ear lnfectlions. I gave you
sther instoncez in my prior letter. ! I think I might eventually put
211 this seclientlfic reexamination of old veliefs in an article some
day. So much for that,

The fanzine CANADIAN FANDOM has been publishing a black list
of fanzines that take sub money and do not send copies to subbers.
Thig iz an o0ld beef of ny own; and I sugpest you or some other USA
fanzire print in each issue & simllar black 1list, since CANADIAN
FANDGOH 1s not so well Lknown here. I verceive some argument against
the nere sugrestion of such an idea and with allottsd space in CONFAB,
I woula like 10 discuss this black 1list idea.

To begin with, I think such a black list should not be limited
Lo juct the cdlishonest or careless handling of subscriptlons but
ghould apoly (o another unkindg oractice of fanzine editors. And
that ls the kXeceping of contributed manuscripts even though they are
not used, and the silence when the writer endeavors to learn--after
a terribiy long interval~-if the editor has it, will use it or Just
plain "what the hell is the deal"?

If you think some of thie 1leg but a few personal beefs look at
Lyons' public "4 Gripe And An Offer" in KAYHMAR, Aprll 1954,

For a long %time I nave suffered at the hands of such inconsid-
erate editors, toth as regards material sent In gooé faith and sub
noney. owever. I will male public the names of a few whom I have
bzen zo imgposed upon by.

When Stan Mullen was »rinting hie COAGON I sent him my story
"Cunlgl" for it. lle cventually writes me back that my story was so
good he wre golng to market It for me »srofessionally. That is the
laet I have heard from [iulillen and the lest of my story. A4ll letters
since thea have come back mnarked "addressee unknown'.

Some red hots will necw want to Jump down my throat ovut see
Gels' letter in the N3F POSTIE, May 1954. Gels mentioned of & simi~
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lar cxperience when he sent (in this case to the N&F Ms Bureau) 1n
1,,- tvwo storiesz. Both of them went out to faneds and both had dif-
Ticulties S¢nilar to such as experlienced by me. But I will rscount
oz*; one of them. The faned recipient of the first story of Geis'
decidzd 1t sncvld be marketed professlionally and that 1s the last
Gels gver heard.
It is notecworthy that the present head of the N3F Ma Bureau

hao decreed o similar mractice: submitted mss he deems wortay of
Dromaiis he will sc ﬁwrket professionzally. I don't mean to get into
o critleism af the N3P Ms Bureau (especlally as I am a new member of
the N3F itseirf) hut aomm of it ties in with my topic.

oica send & ”Lcrv to Eedd Boggs who passed it through FAPA
to Rey hicrs for his zine A year went by in sllence. Then I wrote
Higgs. dore sllence. Tina’ly I wrote Boggs who replied he could
gxerclse no dliscinline'over such an dncaaslderate character. Higgs

I understand was cnce a blg name fan bul to me he is a small mlnded
jerk.

Then tnerce is the character in DcrcheSuer, Mass., who pult out
a pag pelterncd after KAYWin. I sent 351 sub to Thomes Carrigan for
nig LARTIAN TrADER. After oulte & numoef of months went by with no
copr at all, I wrote hlm recuesting my 31 refunded or coples of
his ~ine due me. [0 answer. In about a month's tlme I wpote agaln
with no reply. Carrigan can oifer no excuse as he 1ls out anéd out un-
nrincipled. Carrigan, it must be »nolinted out, ran an ad in X.
Martin Carlson's KAY®AL TRADER, May 1953 offering mags for sale.
let this serve as e warning to anyons who answers that or fuiure ads
of a’ + In view of my two follow-up letiers he cannot claim 1t all
- take. Like I say he is but one of many who hyve taken ny sub
mb_ev but peithe“ sent sub coples or a refund. Carrigan 1s but one
oudb of many fliagrant casses of thievery.

Sam feskovritz wrote me in May 1952 of two New York fars who
obtalned for tnelir zine an unpublished short story znd novelletie of
Clari: Ashton Smith., 4Yhed ottempted to trade sald mss to Sem for books!

I have gZiven you here not only some scattered incidents of my
own sa exocrlcnc”s but some of others to prove my contention that
flagrant dirhOHGJty and lack of ethics exist in some parts of fandom.
I t“LSt you will not delete any, lest my case look only 1llke that of
an isolated wrlter.

Cne of my worst ﬂxoe”iences regordinz unprincipled handling of
a submission wag with Dave Hammond. Of that I think you may have
heard. It illustrates just how crummy such SOBs can ba.

In conclusicn I would 1llke the comments of CONFAB readers to
my idea of & bHlack 1igt of such culprits hsre in the USA. Maybe such
a list would fend to-lnject some much needed ethics among the incon-
siderate and dova-rigzht dlchonest among faneds. Yhe hardest thing
in writing all the above is to control my temper when recalling them
and 2 nunber more of such sad experiences. If any show of rancor
shovwed, I ©think I can understandably be excused.

({This might be a wonderful place for me to say that the
opinlions expresscd in 211 letters printed in GONFAB are those
of the writers and dc not necéssarily represent my own opinleons.
I'm just the innocent bystander trying to keep from getting
hit with a stray brickbses mysclf. # I must have been lucky so



far Cecrge; I haven't run into any of the troubles you men=-
tioned. # I dislike running letters criticizing people who
doni't recelve CONFLE and thereby don't have an opportunity to
present thelr side of the story. But the sad truth 1is that
none of those mentioned Iin the previous letter are on my mall-
ing 1list. I don't have any of thelr addresses. But if some
one will sup:ly thelr addresses I'll send them a copy of this
issue and gilve them an opportunity Rate their case if they
will. DNaturally, the pages are also open Lo anyone else who
wishes to get into this varticular fray.))
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PHYLLIS H. ECO5LOMOU, P.0. Box 482, Coconut Grove, Miaml 33, Florida

(June 18) Thenks for sending CONFAB....

Coming in in the middle as I did, there little I can contrib-
ute to the current confabulations. My age 1s classified; I'm too
new (but enthuslastic) a Fapan to expound; I consider religious
discussions the essence of futility -- no one convinces anybecdy of
anything -- no cne even listens to the other slde of the story --
and ire Church has survived too many centuries of spltball barrages
to nced me jousting to the defemnse; I don't even know what Gronnell
gaid to llrschhorn, or viva voce.

T can't even match Norman Browne's claim...

But give me time. If . Tucker is an imminent grandma, I'll be

a Fan-pad any cay nowe.

((Welcome to the fray, P, He # And just how llterally
did you want that last sentence interpreted?))
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"when I heard the EC group might be banned, I got MAD."
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ROBERT BLCCH, Box 302, Weyauwega, Wise.

(June 12) Maybe I am poing gafia about the edges, but it strikes
me that 1f the current CONFAB is any index of presentday attltudes
and preoccupatlions in fandom, then thls 1s where I came 1n.

When I cam in, many years ago, the toplecs under discussion
were (a) religious beliefs (L) speculations regarding the age-
diviéions of fandom (¢) the value of fanpublishing groups such as
FAPA {(d) merits of current books and movies, and (e) the conflict
betwecen sf and fantasy interests in fandom.

And that's precisely what I find ddscussed 1n the present
issue of CONFAB.

Nor, surprlslagly enough, wculd I have 1t otherwise. 1I1I'm not
complalining & bit...only too pleased to see that Fandom {whatever
its numerologlcal disgulises asg Sixth, Seventh, klghth) is still a
fray of strife.

/nd when various indlvidua
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‘ ¢ come o thelr separate conclu~
cions on all these topics (a i
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did in my time: viz, that religious
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er; that FAPA or SAPS or NFFF are just as gocd or bad as

beliels Gifl

thoe sopial theoy pub out; that fans are of all ages, sizas, shapes,
colo.; ard fmwvors, that some current books and movies plzase sone
people and displecse others; and that sclence-fictlon per se is a

Torm of ﬂnb°"y and not really a separate éntlty) then & new wave of
insurgents will take over end rehash the toples until they in turn
arrive at thelr own conclusions.
Alx of which 1s not much of a contribution or commentary. 1
can, however. 2dd one blt of infermation relative to a currenti puzzle.
In the matter of the fan who styles himself "Redd Boggs“...

erhinca these fachs wlll shed a 1ittle light., There 1is, to begin
ith, 20 sueh persen, in my opinion. The individual calling himself
Aedd Eogze" ;s in reality William Atheling, Jr., 1'a guess hls age
at o _¢Alj SOmSY Jcr” vetween 28 and 95, and I'd hazard his occupation
15 harpooner on & whaling schooner (ef. his interest in Herman Mel-
ville;. Since t}ﬂ e are very few whallng schooners opereting on the
Great Lakes out of Miineapolis, it shouldn't be too difficult for
soretedy to check the accuracy of my statements.
One oi the reasons why there are so few whallng schooners operating
on the Great lakeg out of Mlnneapolis is the fact that M¢nneapolis
isn'%t on the Creat lakes. Jnother 1s that the Great Iakes don't, to

my persconal knowledge, contaln eny whales.

I¥ this kind of thorough and pzlnstaking attentlion to the facte
doee 'y prove that Willlam Atheling, Jr. 1s really Roedd Boggs, then
I'm nob the ccol. clearheadsd logiclan I think I am.

Hoping you are the saxe.

((As I'a discovering every day, there's very lititle new
or different in fandom; just new fane discovering hnd ﬂLSCHSSlIC
them. # Very 1little I can add to the facts in tha "Redd Boggs"
cace after that clear, coolheaded discussion, I'm afraid.))
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“wonder h ¥ many fans feel penza about things they dld as a neo?"
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BOB SILVEZRBERG, 760 Hontgomery Sh., Brooklyn 13, N.Y.
(June 12) ...Too bad you're staying out of FAPA for lack of

"firgs-hand" infc; why not Join and get that first-hand info? You're
missing the rarcst trzat in fandom by staylng out...

((Perhaps I didr't word that remark quite right, Bob. I
didn't mean that I was staying out of FAPA because of lack of
info; ratuer, that I was staylng out of the discussion of FAPA
because I wasn't & member and dldn't have first-hand info.

All clear? Ae a matu“” of fact, I have been consldering
getting luntc FADA i'm now on the SAPS walting-ilst---or does
that disqualify me for FAPA?))
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"..,and in a few years tho kids could put out a 'Fan Kids' zine."
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3. . CARK, 8325 - 31st NW, Seattle7, Wash.
(dune 9) Gels' indignatis- ~° - intransigeance of the



relisicnists" when it comes to "contrary evidence" amuses me. He
seems so completeoly unaware that this "assumption of truth and ac-
tuality" IS what makes a “religlonist™. They couldn't possibly take
an objective attitude, as he wounld like them to, .any more then a
gurgecn could talke an objective attltude toward a patent cancer cure,
or & mathematlelan could take an objective attitude toward algsbra.
As far as they are concerned, there just isn't any "“contrary evi-
dence®....merely contrary people. There may be varying religious
doctrines, which they will gladly discuss for hours on end in the
hope of convineling the other fellow of the superlority of their un-
derstanding of the eternal verities over hls understandlng of them...
but as to erguling whether or no these veritles exist -- impossible.
Might as well try to convince a sallor that there isn't any ocean.
The other iitem was George wWetzel's comment that articles about
worlid 201itics have 110 place In fandom. I have long been in favor
of controverclal articles, as you all know. for the simple reason
that when peoplec get a 1lttle hot under the collar about a subject,
they tend to gpsal wp what is really in thelr mind. Also, under the
sressure of argument, they tend to clarify thelr ideas...or get them
ciarilied Tor them. MNothing like a good, hot controversy for blowlng
away uvie fog. lHowever, I do not see why world politics should be
axcliudad. This is the only world we have, at present, and we have
an acute interest in the way 1t is run. Stfans, more than aanyone,
ghouid be 1lntercoted in whit is going on because they have sufficlent
imagination to cvaluate trends....or should have. One of the favor-
ite ctfplots concerns the pollitlcs of the future. DBut world politics
teday will determine the politics of the future. vwhat are we build-~
ing for, 1654% (It would be 1lnteresting 1f somebody made a complla-
tion of all the well-plotted sockal structures a2s deplcted by stf...
some trends arc good, some are bad. Bui all are based In the present.
S0 why not discuss 1it?

((Why not, 1ndecd? World politics would certalnly seem
to be a controverslal-type subjeci,))
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“"pAPA for the Fapans, I sayl"
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RICHARD E. G&IS, 26531 N. Mississippl, Portland 12, Oregon

(June 13) ...I note that in Bob Tucker's letter he glves Jim
Bradley's name but no date of birth opposite it. "Now, I wonder 1if
this 1s the came Jim Bradley who used tc pubt  out DESTINY along with
Malcolm Willits? If so, I can inforn the readers that Jim is now
just barely 21 years old. After all these years of drinking (nay,
guzzling) beer, ke can at last do 1t legally. A true fan....

leave me now plunge Into thils religious thing we have goinge...

I think you mlgsed the point of the deathbed converslons I
mentlcned as an argument. Thse sudden convere o of an atheist on the
night before nhe dles is not a conscious thing as you seem to think;
the eick 0ld man who converts is not doing 1t with the cold calcu-
lation of hedging...of thinking to himself that maybe it would be
best to cover his bets as 1t were bLscause there just might be some-
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thing to this rellgious busineas after alil...he's embracing religion
because he knowe he 1s going to dle soon. The end is in sight. The
absoiute end. And his ego i1s unuble to face the concept of total
extinction. e is scared. From the tips of his toes to the end of
his haliry old head he is scared silly. The will to live, 1n many
men, wlll simply not admit to final and irrevocable extinction. So
how eagy 1V is for the subconsclous to shove aside the intellectual
certainties of the young man, to rationzlize them away, and substi-
tute the wishful thinking of the old and the weak; to selze upon the
promise of LIFE after death 1f he wlll but capltulate and abandon
his ceavictions.

My peoint ls that deathbed converslons are not an argument for
the relliglous 2t all, that they quite clsarly, 1f they are an argu-
ment a2t all, arc a2n argument against the valldity of the religious
doctrines. To me the psychological basis is clear and unguestion-
able; raw fezr takes over and squelches the frontal lobes most ef-
fectlively. ‘This deathbed conversion business 1s usual 1n caces

where a man as & chlld was 2 member of 2 religlous famlly and then
rebelled agalnst religlon in hls young adultnood. Later, when death
secemna iminent and there 1s time to thlik, the teachings of his
childhood emerge Lo overwhelm his later th 1ing. PBut the fact that
a man succumps to fear of death and howls with plety on his deathbed
is no% a valld proef of a god, any more than the fact that he re-
belled 1s a proof that there isn't a god. I1'd much rather argue

the pointg for and agalnst with logle and clarity of thought. But,
then, religl i1 cannot- -stand taat “ind of an attack, hence the cmo-
tional arguments, the emphasis on "faith", etc.

({We must haeve studled our lcglc out of different books,
Dick, as I fall to follow the polnt of your argument. whether
the deathbed conversion ls mude ccnsciously or sub-~consclilously,
just what is the point of it at all if there 1s no life-aftier-~
death? j But then neither of uas will convince the other of
his views as neither of us wants to be "converted" to the
opposite vlewpointe. So I won't pursue the subject any further.
I'11l iuet refer you to G. M. Carr's letter.))
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“That's hc nice thing about a really irregular schedu]e,
everythlng is so delightfully uncertain. .."
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PAUL MITTESLBUSCHIE, cfo George warneke, Sweet Springs, oo
g

(May 27) Hy eminent colleazue the Fond du Laclan (DAG) scems
to have borrowsed from-my rescunding oratory of #3 in which I stated
that “This would secem %o indicate that mint prefer to place the em~
phasis on people instead of an abstract 'thing'"...with his "people
in the snd z2re more interesting than abstract ideas" thus bearing
out my gurnise. Irankly, I do not concur wilth elther you or Dage I

feel that a critical analysis of the fleld (similar to Atheling's

in SKYHOOX) is of much more value than all the numerous fan satires.

I refer &1 to Brestnor's SFA article "On Taking Science Flction Ser-

iously". Let us endeaver to understzand however that sclence fiection,
or anythlng else, can be taken tos cirisusly. 1 most emphatically



do nch fesl Lhat sclenco fiction is the ultimate 1n ilterature, the
ond zonievenent of alle....nowever I do feel that sclence fictlon,
ruch 23 any other serious attempt at producing llterature desgrves
recogaltlon and critical review. IY boils down tc the fact that
there .s too much emphasis placed on authors and not enough cn flc-
tion, woo much appreclation of fans and too liztle of fan writing,
too much acelziming of movie actors and too little criticism (or
scclain) devotod to movies...''tis not the player but the DLay e o0
T should llke to refer you to Boggs' article in HYPHEN #7 anc (if
WAW is good snough to print it) my letter of comment in #8(2).
There L5 of courss 2 place to ramble on about thls and that, in fact
there are ab lezeh two recognized organlzatlons ferrmed for such a
purpcec. . .c2ilecd FAPA and 5APS. Thls 1s well and good, such is
needed, iittle guestlon about that. However I belleve that & sub-
zine iz eguivalent to any publicatlon produced on the baslis of
noney for valus returned. An edltor of a subzlne ls under an ob-
ligation to present the best materlal posslble decling with ccience
fiction (fantasf). Look at the early faamags. The pros and fans
worked in close accord because 21l were laterested in sclence fic-
vlon.. Today things have dlsintlgrated into & mutual admiration
gcclety where fans are compensated for the fact that the world
"knowe nothing of my genlus"...retreat into a small groun to be
somebsdy because on the outside you are nohody. There are erceptlons
naturally. As I've mentioned before, "Too many young impressionable
necs are cajeled lnto belleving that a JUANDRY 1s surerior to a
SKYHoC0K". o, I do not want 95 SKYHOOKs...as Kedd remarked, this
would e egquzlly boring.
% would be best 1f I corrected an unfactual statement £d

Wood doces NOT acorn all actlve fans. I know not why Dag pro’esses
such §isllXe cf zdward but I am inclined %o rise to Wood's dsfense.
sdmittedly, { am a trifle prejudliced. WwWhenever anyons, and especially
a fan, treats me in such manner as wood did on my visit, I'm in-~
clined to feel more than grateful. Sunpose someone handed you a
first edition, DJ'ed, autographed copy of TRIPLANLIALY with the re-~
mark "i1t's yours"....would you wish to make derogatory remarks? If
nothing else, wood la a generous soul. .oreover, Jood certainly
dign’t imoress me as & hater of humanity; 1n fact I would go so far
28 to say he 1s much less cynlcal than I. .as for his "scorning" all
actlve fans...if I remember correctly he spoke highly of Silverberg,
alsc of Cept. Slater...even had a 1little pralse for Bllison I believe.

re the great fainish survey: After reading licCain’s letter I
propose adding tho guestion "Who 1s your favorite movie star?" (Male
& Fﬁmgle or okl:erwise...like Francls yet... jJou know, animules) and/
or " ./hat movie star do you dislike tie most?' Yes, I realize few
of us Intellectucls botier with the cinema, stlll something should
coma of this.

V]
il
4.

[9)
i

((X don't dery that Atheling’'s column is a worthwhile
contrivution to the fleld, but very few have the ability to
write a critleal analysia that will stand up under any crosa-
examination. And wouldn't 95 Athelings be a little boring
too-~-whai with each one trying to out~critical the othoer? X
Seems to me lilke the 0ld law of suppiy and demand would pretty
welli talke care of the hurerous vs. serious zine quastion. 7
I am a firm believer ln & Izn:line editor belng complete lord

Yy



and master of his publlcation, with 1little serlous obligzation
to his readers. After all, he isn’t in business to maks money
like a pro-editor; he's in business for the enjoymant. And 1f
he 1sn t putting out the kind of zine that he wants, then he
isn't getting thel enjoyment, whether his zine is serious or
humorous. If the readers don't like the kind of zine hs puts
out, they'il guit subscribing. 4nd if he can't continus without
the financial help of subscribers, he'll have to fold. Sad,
nerhapg, but stlll trus. KReaders will naturglly subscribe to
the zincs that appesal to them rather than to try and reform the
others to their 1deas. I belleve the fanzine editor has a per-
fect right to say, in eoffeft: "Here is the type of zine I like
%0 puas-en. If you 1like it, I 11 be glad to have you subscribe.
If you den't like it, you don't have to read it".))
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“The ontnv 1mum o? & neolen ususlly cools from a flame to & warm
glow beiore too many months are past."
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HARLAN ELLISON, 43 Bast 17th Avenue, Columbusl, Ohlo

(June 25) l1atest gr;uu from the £llison mill. Plans ere all
100% changed again. I'm not going to New York. The Dean of the Arts
golieze here at Ohlo btat_"Twho, strangely enough, was best man at
the marriage of Halcolm Willits® father) and my HMother both set to
on z=c with bo th hands and feet, rendering me something of an insen-
sate nulk. So, much against my better judgement, I'm bakk ait 0SU,
2t lcast for all Sunmey, and perhaps thiee more years. Who 'nows?

GHOXEBODY was bounced from BEYOND with a dandy reject expla-~
nation by Gold, also accompanioed by a dandy explanation of the re-~
ject explanatlon by Gold by Budrys. But the story. Algls contends,
is a rood one and so he's malled it out agaln, probebly to F&SF,
though I don't t&ow for sure Only time...

itight now I'm 30“"ﬁ5 on a book. Andre Norton, the well-
tnown suthor ond ¢ditor of such volumes as BULLAKD OF THE SPACE
PATZOL, 3PACH LIOHEZRS, 5PACA SLRVICE, etc., has been made head of
the 1Lvep119 department of larty Greenberg's Gnome Press, and while
I was nome in Gleveland putting out DIZsNSIONS (still no abbrevia-
tion) she cslied and cuthorized me to whip up a science fiction ju-
venils for her and Greenberg to look at. The guarantee, 1f they
like 1t, is 3400, which 1s about 200 more than most Juveniles
get be?ore publication. It wlll be 17,000words and the title at
pregent 1ls STAR JTONE. e

...*t 1 gelng to be work and more work.

Seen DIumMEI0ON3 yet? Any comments either from you or your
cb11dﬂsh l1ittle rszaderzs who want to abbreviate the title?

({(Commsnts, children?))
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wren I y ry 2ine LS Lfrogular, I mean IRREGULAR..."
3 Ve R R sl e N YRl Ve B Bl Wt e A b e e R At e S e e S e s e e e e S b S e e Skt s e

i0



BOB STIWART, Rt. 4, Kirbyville, Texas

(May 26 ...Yes, I, too was a Tth Fandomist for the FAPA.
ind I'a greatly disappoilnted in i1t. It's not quite what I expected,
znéd I intend to drop cut when membership expires. I was locking
forwerd o fanzines not much different from subzines, but I found
very, very few of this type (SKYHOOK and GRUE are about the only
onez). Others are content to sit back and make comments on tne
other s work and comments on the other's comments (there's ncthing
wrong with that, you understand, but sometimes slde discussicns on__
auch subjects as building radlo sets are conducted. It's terrible |
£o wade thru sbuff like this that should be carried on by incdivid- |\
2l correspondencc.) 1t seems 811 the fans in FAPA who are active’}
in re-ular fandom save thelr bettsr work for a subzlne, and &ll tth
cther FAPs gon't precduce thelr better work. Maybe the 1limlted clre
culation has something to do with it. Producing a zine to be cir-
culatcd thru FAPA with an additlonal circulation thru the rect of
fandom is a solution, but the ideal solution was the case of Grennell
where he malled GHUL thru FAPA and fandom, and then postmalled his‘j
comments on the FAPA malling thru FAPA only. g

The source of your interlineations puzzle me, but, of course,
it's your privlilege to keep them a secret. If they are taken Irom
the latters you print, why not print them in the letter? I'd really
like to knecw who sald some of those things?

((But if I printed them in the letters, then where would
I ge% conme interllneatlions to »rint between the letters? They
do come ao3tly from leciters though. Do you reccgnize yours
from a few pages back?))
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"They may not give a darn for it, but they’'ll feel obligeted

to send me their zing in trade."
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GREGG CALKINS, 2817 ~ 11ith Street, Santa lonlca, Calif.

(May 25) ...I cuppocc you have by now beesn informed that your
"Who's Who" project 1s by no means new. A couple of fan-directories
have even bezen publlshed from tlme to time, though they were vastly
incomplete for the most part. Nevertheless, the subject 1z vastly
pertinent.

At the Chicon, in '52, I remember well a couple of "seriocus"
dlscuzsions held btetweern nycelf, Dave Kyle and Shelby Vick over this
same subject. L think that 1f it hadn't been for the fact that
Shelby had just arrived at Chlecago from Florida and was desperately
tired and anxzlous to gev avay and meet wWalt Willis, plus an over-
gbuncanes of glin-and-tonlic and an underabung nce of capital, that
we might have declded sorething, but as 1t/é§1 we dld was talk about
lt. A couple of tlimca, after getting back home, I wrote to Kyle
aboub the idez but I never did g2t an answver. It's one of the things
I'd 1ike to sec him about in:x Frisco this year.

Actually, we talked quite & bilt. Ve thought over the ldea,
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photo-offset with pictures and all, and elmost had a workiblc scheme.
‘nnual zupplements and all...
The way I fsel about 1%, 1t 8 & damn worthwhlle 1de¢a. [n fact,

'11 £o 80 far as to say that I'll take the responsibility of editing
it, printing, ot al--all the headaches and work--1f somelody, group
oy otherwigse, can e Tound to pay the bill. I have several 1ldeas
bout L%t already, and even one or two about financing the thing...s
anﬂg lg él or so, say, for each 1ndividval entry, and meking the
thing z2n 'invitation' basis....in other words write to select2d fans
and lnﬁorm ther Shey had been deemed anpvoprlate to go 1ir. a fannish
“who's Who" only for lzck of cash 1t couldn't be done uniess they
wanted to pay some money for the thing. If they vrovided a ricture

L3 would be printed, but otherwise none would be run unless cae were

:Juil ble from somevwhere else, Actually $1 isn't so much a2t that,
slnee uh ey "owlq elso g3t a copy of the zlne...well, Bay two copies

of the “Who's (no and¢ sell the cthers to intereated fen at E04 each.
fammit, it's a worthwhile 1dea at that. I think that Yeginning

lmmedlately a‘ ter the conventlon in 'Frisco, with or without Dave
Lyle, COPS s going to etart work on a fannish “Who's Who" ccmprising
a8 many entries as can be obtalned. I'd like to hear from any and
211 faseresitod persons, especlally those wlth ideas or wlth inanclal
supnort?  Anybody?

Would sou mind printing, just for the record, that I arn atill
of~agn~° Just so nobody gets me confused with this horde of
ngly anclent critters totiering arcund fandom nowadays. But
c also meke it known that it's re2lly a rather late 19, at

80 as Lo kXeoap me safe from 7th Fandom.
({#spe you're still in the mood to put out that "/ho's
Wno' after the convention, Gregg. I, for ocne, would 1lke to
see such & publlzaticn.))
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